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 Rat-shaped 
hole that went 
viral removed 
from street 

 Associated Press

 A well-known rat-shaped hole in 
a pavement in Chicago  has been 
removed  after city offi  cials decided 
it was  damaged and needed to be 
replaced . 

The  landmark, known by locals as 
the “rat hole”  because  it was shaped 
like a rat with claws and a tail,  had 
been  in Roscoe Village in Chicago’s 
North Side neighbourhood for years. 
It found fresh fame in January after a 
 comedian shared a photo of it on  X.

The attention, however, attracted 
complaints from neighbours who 
said that people were visiting it at all 
hours, sometimes leaving coins and 
other items scattered across the area.  

 Erica Schroeder , a spokesper-
son for the Chicago department of 
transportation, said the square of 
 pavement “containing the famous 
‘Chicago rat hole’”  was now in tem-
porary storage.

Schroeder said the rat hole sec-
tion,  and other portions of  pavement 
along Roscoe Street, were removed by 
department of transportation crews 
on Wednesday  after  offi  cials deter-
mined they needed to be replaced 
because of damage.

She added that  a “collaborative 
decision between the city depart-
ments and the mayor’s offi  ce” would 
be made on the rat hole’s long-term 
location.

  Scott Waguespack ,  Chicago’s 
alderman, had been receiving com-
plaints for  months, both about that 
portion of  pavement being uneven 
and people congregating there to 
look at and photograph the rat hole, 
according to  his chief of staff ,  Paul 
Sajovec  .

He said: “It was just a combina-
tion of the fact that the sidewalk was 
uneven and also that people would 
show up at various times of the day 
and night and make a lot of noise and 
create other issues and problems.”  

In January, someone fi lled in the 
rat hole with a material resembling 
white plaster, although the impres-
sion was quickly dug out by fans, 
according to a report in the Chicago 
Tribune .

 Winslow Dumaine,a Chicago res-
ident,  said people living nearby had 
claimed that the imprint had been 
there for nearly two decades. 

New concrete was poured later on 
Wednesday, Schroeder said.

 Shaun Walker 
Warsaw

Poland and Lithuania have said 
they are prepared to help  Ukrainian 
authorities return men subject to 
military conscription to the coun-
try, after Kyiv announced this week 
that it was suspending consular ser-
vices for such men  currently abroad.

“We have suggested for a long 
time that we can help the Ukrain-
ian side ensure that people subject 
to  [compulsory] military service go 
to Ukraine,” Poland’s defence min-
ister,  Władysław Kosiniak-Kamysz,  
told the television channel  Polsat  , 
though he did not elaborate on what 
mechanisms could be used.

 Laurynas Kasčiūnas , his Lithua-
nian counterpart, said  his country 
 may make similar eff orts. “Ukraine 
is very short of mobilisation reserve 

… This is not fair to those citizens who 
are fi ghting for their country.” 

Ukraine is struggling to overcome a 
huge equipment and personnel defi -
cit in comparison  with  Russia’s troops 
at the frontline . The parliament has 
recently passed a  law on mobilisation 
 that lowers the age at which men can 
be called up from 27 to 25.

On Wednesday the foreign min-
istry  said  it w ould suspend consular 
services for men subject to the draft 
who were  living abroad. There were 
angry scenes at consular offi  ces and 
agencies in Poland later in the day, 
where men who had  booked appoint-
ments to pick up documents were 
told they could not do so.

The Ukrainian foreign minister, 
 Dmytro Kuleba ,  told the Guardian  
on Wednesday  it was unacceptable 
for Ukrainian men outside the coun-
try to “sit down in restaurants” while 
others  were dying, and said the move 

Poland and Lithuania  
may repatriate men 
to Ukraine to aid war

the  Ocalenie  Foundation, a Polish 
NGO, said there  was no mechanism 
by which Polish authorities could 
deport Ukrainian men to Ukraine, 
and no current plans to declare their 
presence in the country illegal.

But the Polish parliament is due to 
consider new regulations next week 
that would require all Ukrainians to 
show a valid passport to be able to 
access benefi ts in Poland. Previously, 
Ukrainian refugees had been able to 
do so by showing  other documents .

“The draft text we have seen would 
cut around 80% of benefi ts for people 
without passports,”  Kołodziej said. 
“In time, there may also be ques-
tions about whether people without 
a passport can work legally. If it will 
be impossible to get a passport, many 
of these people may ask for asylum.”  

 The  law on mobilisation comes 
into force  mid-May.    “But there is 
no legal instrument to force  [people 
back],” noted Lisin. 

However, he said the recent mes-
saging ha d caused stress  among many 
in Poland’s Ukrainian community, 
partly because of the uncertainty .  

 Poland’s government remains one 
of Ukraine’s  most vocal backers in the 
 EU. However, there has been evi-
dence of increasing “Ukraine fatigue” 
in Polish society as the war drags on. 
    Surveys show attitudes to Ukrainian 
refugees  becoming  less welcoming. 

was partly about demonstrating fair-
ness to those  at the front.  

Thousands of men are believed to 
have crossed Ukraine’s western bor-
ders illegally since the war began . 
 However, many other Ukrainian 
men have lived outside the country 
for years. Some returned after the war 
started, but many have lives  outside 
the country and do not wish to return. 
There are also many Ukrainian men in 
Europe from war-torn eastern areas 
of the country, who left their homes 
via Russia in the early stages of the 
war since it was the only way out.

 Igor Lisin, vice-president of Foun-
dation Ukraine ,  a group working with 
Ukrainians in Poland, said that while 
there  were no offi  cial fi gures for how 
many men of military age  were  living 
outside the country, as a “very rough 
estimate” he believed  about 300,000 
to 400,000  were  in Poland.

 Tadeusz Kołodziej,  a lawyer with 

Moveable feat
Radical study
centre named
best building
in Europe

 Oliver Wainwright

 A lightweight 
university study 
centre designed to be 
easily disassembled 
has won the prize for 
the best building in 

Europe. Longevity, permanence 
and a sense of immutability might 
be the ambition of most architects, 
but  Gustav Düsing and Max Hacke  
would be delighted to see their 
building adapted and reconfi gured, 
or ultimately dismantled and 
moved somewhere else altogether.

“We imagined the project as a 
changeable system,” says Düsing, 
co-designer of the   study pavilion 
for the    Technical University of 
Braunschweig  , Germany, which 
has been named this year’s winner 
of the EU Mies award (formerly 
the Mies van der Rohe award), the 
biennial European Union prize for 
contemporary architecture. 

“We wanted it to be a counter 
model to the university’s high-
rise building and its conventional 
one-sided lecture halls. It’s more 
like an extension of the landscape 
that can be forever modifi ed, a 
non-hierarchical space that the 

study areas sheltered by a deep 
overhanging roof .

The architects say they 
were inspired by the radical 
superstructures of the 1960s, 
including   Cedric Price’s Fun 
Palace   – a fl exible “ university of 
the streets” once imagined for 
 London – and   Yona Friedman’s 
Ville Spatiale   – a fantastical concept 
for a multilayered city-sized grid 
that could be constantly adapted. 
Neither of these came to pass, but 
some of their modular ambition 
lives on in Braunschweig’s 
3 x 3-metre spaceframe.

While the ground fl oor is entirely 
open plan, the architects designed 
the fi rst fl oor as a series of “islands” 
connected by bridges, creating 
separate study zones between lofty 

double-height volumes.  Staircases 
link the diff erent areas, inside 
and out, giving the sense of being 
inside a kind of climbing frame of 
learning. “It’s a bit like nesting,” 
says Düsing. “You off er a space that 
is very complex and has a lot of 
diff erent qualities, then students 
can come in and fi nd their spot.”

                        The judges praised the rigour 
and precision of the project  .  More 
than just a building, they  said, “it 
could be understood as a versatile 
system, merging technological 
inventions with a fl exible and 
reusable principle ”.                        

students can make their own.” 
 Standing as an elegant pavilion 
of  white steel and glass , nestled 
among  trees on the edge of the 
 campus, the building houses 
an open-plan arrangement of 
fl exible study spaces across two 
levels.  From the outside  it seems 
impossibly slender,  formed 
by a rectangular framework of 
toothpick-thin columns and beams. 
Inside, it opens up as a three-
dimensional learning landscape, 
a modular frame that invites 
diff erent forms of inhabitation. 

Thick  curtains can be drawn to 
close off  particular areas, creating 
ad hoc lecture rooms and quiet 
tutorial spaces, while the furniture 
can be moved  on to balconies in the 
warmer months, providing outdoor 

▲ The hole attracted visitors day 
and night after it was featured on X

‘We can help Ukraine 
ensure that people 
subject to military 
service go to Ukraine’

Władysław Kosiniak- 
Kamysz Polish minister

▲ The study pavilion designed by 
 Gustav Düsing and Max Hacke  
for the Technical University of 
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