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INTERVIEW BY HANS HRESTEL

The girst exhibifion I remernber seeing in Berlin was in 2006 af
AW, called Into e / Out Op e, curated by Rlauas Bieserbach, who
had gounded the space over 30 years ago. Over 180 interrnatioral

arfistic positions were shown, visualizing the immagined descripfive
and pergormafive acts og the prirmordial relafionship between
the interrnal and the exfernal. This show had rot rauch that was
"beautigul" but almost everything sucked ree in like ro other show
did begore. | was shockead.

If was like being in a mixer and shakern arournd. STill foday, I can
recall many pieces fhat have since fhen stuck in iy head. Vaybe
This is ore reason I started working in the arts (at that tine,

I didr't krow rauch abouf ifl. One og the works was by the American
artist Heith Boadwee who showed the photograph Purple Skirt
(1995). It shows a raan who squirts blue liquid paint out og his arnus.
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[3{%8 For people who don't krow your old work (there might be
sore in Surope)

it is quite a surprise fo see the change grom your 9S0is
work, that are very bodily fo your currernf pairtings. What
happered to the in-your-gace sexualify and human gluids?

[ still make my "erema" painfings which are, og course,
scatalogical. | make phofos thaf are very explicit/sexual. Ny
drawing and collage works are gocused primarily or shif and
porrography. My ir your gace sexualify and human gluids are
still very rauch presernt. | can ardersfand how ore might think
fhese things werf away as it is the rewer works that are
gefting most og the atfertion right row. I'm good with that.

I dor't have to make ore kind og art exclusively. I thirk these
rew works are surprising fo viewers who are rore ganiliar
with ey earlier works. I like showing a side fo me that is
unexpected, gerntle, wistpul and melancholic.

[3{%8 The pamous images og you squirfing liquid paint on
canvases in the rid-90s rmust have caused a lof og eyes-
roling or red-blushed paces. Not sure ig foday if would be
ruch dipgerent. Do you experience a change or evolverent in
prudery?

[{I381 conceived and executed the girst erema pairtings in
1995. They caused a big sersation when | exhibited ther af
fhe ingamous ACE Gallery that same year. For two decades,
fhese works were the only thing that many people krew
abouf me. This was somewhat grustrafing as I had dore
rany other things. 1 thirk row people understand the larger
gramework og ey practice. s the audience is now more
aware og Yy range,

I'a coraportable with revisifing these works. I collaborated
on a series og these paintings with A4 Brorsorn gor

fhe Salzburger Runstverein in 2015. The painfings and
docurzentation og this project have also become well krown.
The original erema pairfings were very ab-ex. The rewer
works are more complex and irclude composifions op
glowers, plaids (made with AA) ard "god's eyes"” (a geomefric,
"spirifaal”, porm appropriated grom indiginous culfures og
North anrd South Grmerical.

I dor't thirk so rauch abouf prudery. I'm very corgorfable
with iy body and other bodies. I'm a nudest and exhibifionist
and highly sexual. That said, ig bodily/sexual images didr't
provoke or fitillate, wouldr't they be less powergul as art?
Op course America ,where | live arnd work, was gourded by
Paritars and still maintains a sfrong streak og purifanisr.
This obviously contextualizes the work in a specigic way.

3088 Next next question are actually three questions: What
rausic do you lister fo? What makes you dance? Which song
makes you cry?

[d8B1 lister fo a lof og music. 1 was a successgul groupie gor
a while arnd have a history og hanging out around musicians
and bands. My rausical faste is very eclecfic bat dominated
by rock. WMy pormative years gor rausic were the 60s

fhrough the 90s when rock was still a dominant rusical gorra.

I suspect now if is considered the rausic og the patriarchy.
Today, parents and childrer share rausic. I loved rock
because my parents hated if. Glam, British Invasior, Britpop,
indie, purk, and rew wave are high on the lisf. I also love soul,
disco arnd old school k & B which were all very popular when

I was lisfering to the radio ard buaying 45s in the 60's and 70s.

I can dance fo all og fhis rmusic. The music I can'f/dor't dance
fo is "dance rausic". Hahahaha.

I'a a big crier so lofs op songs make ree cry. "TV Novie" grom
Pulp's "This is Hardcore" gets me everytine.

[{I33 When | saw what you will show in Berlin af the gallery
Diftrich & Schlechfriem I thought directly og a gamous work:
NMarfin Ripperberger's piece Zuerst die Fusse (The Feef
First) grom 1990. This is what | fhought og when I saw your
painrfings you will show.

I fhought How gurny raust the artist be, just like what I
fhought when | saw Ripperberger's grog wher I was a
feenager-.

[ 1 studied af UCLA with a German Painfer named Roger
Herman who is associated with Neue Wilder (a great arfist
and stll working). This was the rid fo lafe 60s. | was looking
at a lotf og German art daring this period (which was very
popular) ard was very obsessed with RBipperberger af this
firee (and sfill foday). Hipperberger was living ir LA gor a
while (89-90). | used fo see him around. I'mm rormally very
gregarious but | was so starstruck by him that I could rever
bring myselg fo speak fo him: though I krew several students
at Cal rts who worked gor hira. 1 dor't thirk people realize
what a big impact Ripperberger had on Los Angeles/Caligornia
artists evern though ke was there so briegly.

My grogs evolved grom a grog painting by Otfo Muehl. Muechl
is problemafic but also onre og the greatest painters. Paul
McCarfhy irfroduced me fo him and the resf og the Vienna
Acfion group when | was sfudying af UCLA ir 1967. Ny progs
were very savage at girst buf have beconme ruch more
regined in fhe 5 years I have been painting fher.

[{$8 In Decerber 2020 Nicole Sisenman opered fogether

with you the show "Nicole €iserman ard Heith Boadwee" the
FLAG Foundation in New York Cify. She got a grand and the
show was parft og if. Origirally, she warnted you fo hold the
show alone buf the poundation's stafutes said she has fo be
irvolved thats why you did it fogether.

You raust have a very beautigul relafionship. Tell as something
about if.

[l Nicole row pregers fhey/fhem prorouxs. 1 have krown
Nicole gor rore than 30 years. We have beer close griends
gor the last 22 years. I can'f speak about Nicole okjectively.
While we are griends and have a close personal relafionship,
I arz still in awe og their falent and sfaggering gerius as ore
og the frue greafs og conrfemporary pairfing ard sculpture.
Nicole is operafing at a higher level thanr most other artfists.
So while we have a "rormal” griendship, they are a hero/
menfor gor me (though Nicole doesr't like if wher I call them
iy "menfor"). We have many poirfs where our irferests
infersect but I would say the fwo big ones are our shared
love og huror and gigurative pairting.

Nicole has beer an incredibly gererous griend ard advocafe
gor ey work.

They have sfood by e and advocafed gor me at the lowest
poinfs og iy career wher ro ore else was irferested. | can't
oversfate the importance og our griendship fo my lige and ray
career. Thark you Nicole! I love you!
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